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heavy fighting ensued, in which the issue was in the balance until a con-
verging movement by the Khurasani jazayirchis turned the scale against
the mountaineers. The Persians then made a successful raid on the
Lazgis' baggage, but an attempt to storm a strong position on a hill-top
held by Ibrahim Divana and Khalil was repulsed with heavy loss. Ibrahim
Khan wished to deliver a frontal attack in force, but was dissuaded by his
commanders, who said that the position was impregnable. A move was,
therefore, made to reach the enemy by another route which^ involved the
crossing of a high ridge by a steep path on each side of which was thick
forest. Hearing of Ibrahim Khan's intentions, the Lazgi leaders called
for volunteers and posted them in ambush on either side of this path.
When Ibrahim's forces appeared, the Lazgis held their fire until the
Shirvani, Kurdish and Georgian contingents had passed, and then poured
in devastating volleys at point blank range upon Ibrahim Khan, his staff
and his escort of jazayirchis. The Persians, being unable to see their
foes, and being taken by surprise, were at a great disadvantage, and suffered
very heavy casualties. Ibrahim Divana, who was with the Lazgi volun-
teers, recognised Ibrahim Khan and fired at him, wounding him in the
head ; the Persian standard bearer was shot dead, as was also Oghur
Khan, the Governor of Ganja, when pleading with Ibrahim to hasten on
and escape from the ambuscade. Seeing that the Persians were in con-
fusion, Ibrahim Divana and Khalil and their men charged. Ibrahim
Khan was struck by another bullet which shattered his arm.; almost
immediately after, Ibrahim Divana fired at him once more, killing him
almost instantly. Desperate hand to hand fighting followed, and but
few of those who had been with Ibrahim were able to escape and take the
news to the rest of the army.1 On the death of Ibrahim Khan, the com-
mand devolved upon Murjiammad Khan Afshar, a relative of Nadir, who
succeeded, but not without difficulty, in reaching the Araxes ; Taimuraz,
having been with his Georgians, was one of the survivors.2
Although Ibrahim's body was at first treated with respect and was
placed in a coffin, it was afterwards taken out by some Jari Lazgis, who
suspended it from a tree and burnt it.8 When it is realised how the Lazgis
'The above description of Ibrahim Khan's death is a condensed translation of Muhammad
Kazim's version of the affair (K.N., pp. 351-353); although he does not state the source
of his information, his account is so vivid and detailed as to leave little or no doubt as to
its accuracy. The other authorities give very meagre information; Sekhnia Chkheidze
states (H. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, p. 53) that Ibrahim left Tabriz in 1738, summoned
the Karffians to meet him at Kakh, and then, -when they had done so, devastated the Jar
and Tala district. While Ibrahim and his army were on their way back, the Lazgis attacked
and routed them, killing Ibrahim, Oghouli (Oghur) Khan and many others.
•	Sekhnia Chkheidze, H. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, p. 53.
*	K.N., pp. 355-357.   N. F. Dubrovin, in his Istonya voiny i vladichestva Russkikh na Kaakaxe
(Vol. I, p. 582), mentions a tradition current in that part of the country to the effect that
a kourgan is to be found there which contains the remains of Ibrahim Khan, who was
burnt by the people of Jaro-Bielokan.

